Hen Harrier Winter Roost Survey 2007/8
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Roost Details

Exact townland and preferred roost name (to mask exact identity in reports):

Grid Reference for observations:

Elevation of roost (altitude in metres):

Size of roost (approx ha.):

Part of overall area most often used for roosting:

Distance from nearest large water body:

Expected hunting places for the birds of this roost:

Habitat(s) and percentages (e.g. 50% reedbed 50% water):

Possible threats (and likelihood):

Level of disturbance in immediate vicinity e.g. shooting/camping/large housing developments:

Designation status:

Historical knowledge of roost (since when roughly, discovered by, past numbers etc.):

Presence of Greenland White-fronts, Whoopers or Brent nearby:

Any other useful or relevant comments:
Photo(s) attached:

Guidelines for Winter Roost Watching

7 Must haves
Warm Clothing. Socks, gloves, hat, jacket, suitable footwear. Dull colour, avoid being seen by hen harriers, wildlife, people who might think you're loopy.

Good Binoculars (scope only if spotting).

Torch if leaving car.

Biro and record sheet.
Mobile phone. If no reception tell someone where you're going. Bring a friend if possible, two pairs of eyes, someone to help with notes and good company if you want it.

Watch (on mobile phone).

Something to sit on if leaving car.
Watch at roost once a month on the first day of each month Oct – Mar (inclusive). If not the first day of month, as close as possible is acceptable but in the interests of co-ordination of watches throughout the country please try for the 1st. Any morning watches should be highlighted as such and will be regarded as a watch for the date of evening before. The watch should begin at least 30 mins before sunset and continue until it is no longer viable to scan with binoculars. Fill out the sheet straight away at end of watch, it is all too easy to leave it til another day and have forgotten what you had!
Record Sheet
The record sheet has purposely been kept simple. 

Watch period: Please supply in 24hr mode and include duration of watch in minutes.

The sunset/sunrise timesheets should be supplied separately for your local area, if not get back to Barry O’Donoghue at 087-9110715 or harriers@environ.ie. 
Wind in beaufort scale please. If variable then give range e.g. F2-F3. Also give direction its coming from.
Temperature: extra cold 1, very cold 2, cold 3, mild 4.

Rain: snow 1, constant/lot rain 2, showers/drizzle 3, dry 4.
Cloud: 0-25% 1, 26-50% 2, 51-75% 3, 76-100% 4.

Total number of individual harriers is how many separate individual harriers were at the roost that night (morning) not double-counting any.
The roost details sheet need only be filled once and is the best guide to what Irish Hen Harriers need in a roost so is very important and also acts as a guide to changes at roosts.

Please return all record forms to Barry O’Donoghue, Ballynabrennagh, Tralee, Co. Kerry or email to harriers@environ.ie (that’s harriers not harrier!). Watches where no harriers were seen are as vital to the survey as those where harriers were seen. For example it is vital for drawing trends of occupancy at roosts as the winter progresses. Any queries/comments do not hesitate to make contact. Always keep in touch! A big thanks to you all across the land from Donegal to Cork, Galway to Dublin!


















